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Grandpa had a plan - a list of places to go, steers they had seen, prices and preferences. What 
he didn't know was that Bruce had a plan - he wanted to be a little girl's 4-H steer and so when 
they arrived to look at calves Bruce walked right up to Danica and encouraged her to pet him. 
Now if you don't know cattle, you wouldn't know that this is not usual behavior for a calf, even at 
farms like ours where we put an emphasis on calm temperament. In response to something new 
(which they are allowed to explore but is not forced upon them) calves will watch, and slowly 
cautiously approach. If the something new is a person kneeling, they will approach, but if you 
sneeze - bingo they jump back! If you change your position, they slow down - if you are 
immobile and patient they may lick your boots or chew on your hair. And while I can usually 
touch all my calves and some seek out human attention, a calf walking up to a novel new 
person and encouraging them to rub and scratch their back is unusual calf behavior - and that is 
just what Bruce did. 

Danica and Grandpa looked at all the calves, Grandpa made notes, and Bruce put on the 
charm. When it was time to leave Grandpa said they had other places to look and they would be 
in touch. Danica said (in a whisper) "I will be back for Bruce" and true to her word she was. The 
two had some great experiences as Bruce was fed and trained to walk on the halter and 
groomed. He was washed and rinsed and brushed and dried and train the hair to go in a certain 
direction. He got used to the routine. He was pampered as were his barn mates. 

The county fair is not a one day event but a week where the animals are on display and the kids 
must feed and groom their calves before the fair opens to the public and keep the area clean 
and tidy. It is a tremendous amount of work added on to the year work. Different species show 
on different days and there are also classes called "showmanship" where the kids ability to 
show their animal and not the animal is evaluated. And of course there is the changing of the 
clothes repeatedly throughout the fair, as the clothes you wear to keep your calf and area clean 
are not proper show ring attire. It is a busy time for all involved. 

On show day Danica washed, rinsed, brushed Bruce's coat and used a "blower" to blow it dry. 
An older 4-H'er, Paige, clipped Bruce so his coat (it is called "fitting") was perfect. Fitting, just 
like dog and horse shows, shows the animal off to his best advantage - a skilled fitter is an artist 
and knows that it takes a years worth of work, not an hour of clipping, to really fit a steer. Danica 
had done the work and Bruce was ready for the show. Steers are generally shown by weight 
and so the classes are divided by weight - the lightest steer in the class enters first, followed by 
the next lightest, etc. The steers are lined up (next to each other all facing the same direction), 
the kids pose the steers and use the show stick to rub their bellies (keeps them calm and they 
like it) - the judge walks up and down the row of steers looking at each one. The steers are then 
asked to move in a pattern, lightest steer first , followed by next lightest etc, so the judge can 
see how the calves walk -are they structurally correct, are they lame, how do they "travel." Then 
they line up again (this time head to tail) and the judge walks through again - often touching the 
steer to see how well they are finished. He may ask the kids questions. He then takes the 
microphone and picks his class winner and describes why s/he made this pick. 

The highlight of our fair was when the judge named Bruce and Danica class winners. The judge 
commented on his muscling and finish and structural correctness - we commented upon his 
excellent temperament and pleasing personality. Everyone was pleased with the pair's 
performance, including his namesake. Danica had a great experience, she learned a lot and 
had fun, she thanked me for "loaning me Bruce." Bruce didn't just have a life worth living - Bruce 
had an exceptional life, and that was our goal. 


